
Phonics at Christ Church



What is phonics?
● Phonics provides the foundations for learning to 

read and write. 
● Phonics is taught daily using the Floppy Phonics 

scheme. 
● During phonics, children will learn letter names 

and sounds. 
● Children will also learn to segment and blend 

words in order to read and write them. 



Floppy’s Phonics
● Floppy's Phonics is a rigorous,systematic teaching 

programme for early reading and writing. 
● The children are introduced to two new sounds and 

two new helpful words every week. 
● The children are given opportunities to recap, learn, 

practise and apply the sounds they have learnt.  
● Oxford Owl Login. 



Teaching the sounds

● When teaching phonics, we allocate each letter a 
sound. For example the letter S says the sound 
‘sss’

● Short and snappy (no schwa) e.g. t not t-uh.
● Examples of how to pronounce the sounds can be 

found on the school website. 
● The sounds are taught in a particular sequence 

throughout the year in Reception. 



Level 1+ Sounds

Autumn 
term



Level 2 Sounds

Spring 
term



Level 3 Sounds

Summer 
term



Helpful Words

● Helpful words that are not obviously 
phonetically plausible. 

● These will be sent home as ‘star words’ 
to learn.  

● We do discuss these words in greater 
detail at school. 



Helpful Words



Learning to read

● Children will be taught to blend the sounds they have learnt 
together to read whole words. For example, m-a-t makes 
‘mat’. 

● Children will also learn to recognise helpful words from sight 
such as ‘said’ and ‘the’. 

● Reading books are phonetically decodable based on the sounds 
your child has learnt previously. 

● Alongside learning to decode words, your child will also learn 
comprehension skills. This helps them to make sense of what 
the text means.



Learning to read
Here are some more examples of blending sounds together to 
make words. These examples demonstrate words which 
contain single sounds, digraphs and trigraphs. 



Early Learning Goal 
● By the end of Reception, children at expected 

level of development will: 

 



Early Learning Goal 
● Here is an example of an expected level reading book. This 

includes digraphs, trigraphs and helpful words. Children at 
expected level will also demonstrate an understanding of what 
they have read. 

●

 



Reading with your child
● Try and find to read to your child every 

day as it will help develop a love of 
reading and books.

● Please read the books sent home 3 times a 
week. 

● The amount of books coming home will 
increase over time. 

● Please write in the reading diary and let 
us know how they are getting on. 



Writing...
● The children will also use their knowledge 

of phonics to learn to write. 



Writing...

● At school, we will have activities set up to 
support the children with their writing 
skills. These will be a mixture of fine 
motor and gross motor activities. 

● Writing often emerges later than reading. 
● When children are writing we are looking 

for phonetically plausible.



Writing in Autumn



Writing in Spring



Writing in Summer



End of year writing

Emerging Expected 



Writing with your child at home 

● Encouraging your child to write for a purpose 
(Christmas cards, letters to family members). 

● Modelling writing to children (shopping list). 
● Labelling models they have designed. 
● Using chalk outside on the floor or water and 

paintbrushes. 
● Gentle encouragement of the correct letter 

formation. 
● Lowercase and Capital letters. 



Pencil Grip



Questions?

Thank you for coming. 



Useful Websites:
● www.phonicsplay.co.uk
● https://www.christchurchnm.kingston.sch.uk/ph

onics/ 
● https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
● https://www.busythings.co.uk/play/
●

http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk
https://www.christchurchnm.kingston.sch.uk/phonics/
https://www.christchurchnm.kingston.sch.uk/phonics/
https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
https://www.busythings.co.uk/play/

